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Introduction. 
The ark of the covenant having been 


Since his misfortune in 
ark to Jerusalem, he was mom careful to 
have the order of worship arranged in accord- 
ance with the law prescribed by Moses. He 
was now peaceably seated within the house 
which Hiram had built for him of cedar wood. 
But he desired a more suitable place for the 
ark than a tabernacle. Contrasting his own 
mansion with that of the temiNiraiy taber- 
nacle, he felt as though it was not showing 
that reverence to God due him, by thus tieat- 
ing the symbol of God's presence. Hence it 
was that David desired to erect a temple for 
the permanent abode of the ark. 

umow. 


Faroe 3. Nathan said to the king, Go. do all 
thai it in thine heart, for the Lord it with thee. 
The Prophet Nathan was favorably impress- 
ed with the king's plan and gave his approv- 
al, and encouraged him to proceed, without 
consulting the Ix>rd. The prophets too made 
mistakes when they followed the impulses of 
their own feelings or gave gave their opinion 
without consulting the Lord. So Samuel, 
when he heboid the imposing figure of Eliab, 
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it had been for three months, it was placed m 
a tabernacle which David had pitched for that 
purpose. David had profltted by his mis- 
take. Since his misfortune in bringing the 


Vera* 1. — Came to pass After the ark was 
brought safe to Jerusalem. King sat in his 
house. The house which Hiram, the king, had 
ordered his workmen to build for David, It 
was now finished, and David enjoyed a sea- 
son of peace and quietude. Enemies. None 
of Saul's friends would any longer dispute his 
right to the throne. Ho Was acknowledged 
by all Israel as their king, and the Lord had 
granted him rest from his enemies without. 
David had now time to meditate, and while 
seated in his stately mansion, amidst peace 
and prosperity, with none to molest him, he 
was troubled with the thought that God, who 
had so highly blessed him and his [wtoplc, was 
not reverenced as He deserved by keeping 
the ark in a mean and temporary tabernacle. 
Verse 2. 2'hat the king. Not now David, 
the shepherd boy, but the royal title Jang. 
Nathan. The first time his name occurs. He 
became the spiritual adviser of David, and 
took an active pail "n his and Solomen's 
reigns. He afterwards reproved David for 
the crime he committed. Home of cedar. 
Cedar is said to have been the rarest and 
most valuable timber, and hence Duvid's 
house, though wood, was a stately palace for 
that age. Ark of Ood dweUefh wilfiiti car- I 
tains. These curtain's were woven of goat's ' 
hair. David contrasted the elegance and 
splendor of his mansion with the lowly dwel- 
ling of the ark, and the contrast was* distress- 
ing to the pious David. The ark was the 
symbol of God's presence, and the Almighty 
had promised to Iks present in a special man- 
ner where the ark was. David recognized 
the fact that his own dwelling was far su|>e- 
rior to that provided for the home of God. 
"While the Ix>rd greatly reproved David, the 
reproof wax mingled with encouragement. 
We cannot but admire the conduct of David 
in thus desiring to provide the best for God. 
The Lord now makes his home wherever a 
heart opens for him, but we believe that he 
especially visits his people in earthly sanctu- 
aries where they meet to worship him. He 
has promised to be where two or three meet 
in his name. And yet how few, like David 
of old. are anxious to have God's house com- 
pare favorably with their own homes. Tliey 
love to sit in a beautiful mansion, have their 
homes adorned with the latest improvements, 
but the house of the Ixird where they meet to 
worship him, and where they expect his pres- 
ence in a special manner, must be odd look- 
ing, little better than the bams in which they 
feed their cattle. How ungrateful, how sel- 
fish, that people should erect a house for the 
Lord, far inferior to that which they have 
built for themselves. Anything, they seem 
to think, is good enough for the Lore. It is 
not only in building houses of worship, but 
do not many people give to the Lord that for 
which they have no use ; no time but leisure 
time is devoted to God's service. A dime's 
worth of business will keep many away from 
a Bible class or p<*ayer meeting. A little 
headache or backache is a good excuse for not 
attending divine services on Sabbath. Social 
visiting takes the place of going to church, 
and in fact many people will make no sacri- 
fice whatever for the Lord. That which 
costs money, time, pain and tronble people 
keep for themselves, and the Lord gets what 
comes easily and very sparingly of that. 

Of course some one will say the lx>rd for- 
bade the building of the temple suggefted by 
David, but we say he did not, he simply post- 
poned it, for David had not yet the means 
and mechanics to finish a temple sach as the 
Lord desired. The plan was accepted, but 
Solomon, David's successor, the peaceful 

Ce and wise man, was to have the privi- 
of rearing the grandest and most impos- 
ing temple of ancient or modern times. 


his judgment. Whenever men leave the Go* 
pel compass, they always go wrong. 

Verse 4. Came to pass. The next night, so 
that David might be informed of his mistake 
before making any preparation or expenses. 

Verse 5. Go and tell. The message clear- 
ly revealed to Nathan that he had informed 
David too hastily, and that God had ordained 
differently. Shall thou build me a house t Da- 
vid had yet to learn that the God who creat- 
ed heaven and earth does not dwell exclusive- 
ly in temples made with hand. After Solo- 
mon had built the temple and was about to 
dedicate it, he too recognised this fact. "Be- 
hold ! the heaven and heaven of heavens can- 
not contain Thee ; how much less this house 
which I have built." 

Verse (>, Have walked in a tent and m n 
tabernacle. From the time of the exodus God 
was content to dwell in these tents, as they 
were moved from place to place, and why 
should David foe dissatisfied when the Lord is 
pleased f The Lord did not forbid the build- 
ing of such a temple, font the time had not yet 
come, and God does nothing prematurely. 

Verse 7. Why build ye not f The 1-iord 
ask this question not for information, but for 
emphasis. He had never asked Israel to build 
a house of cedar for him. 

Verses 8 — 0. I took thee. The Lord was 
with David while keeping his flock on the 
hills of Bethlehem. He life was under the 
guidance of the Almighty from its earliest 
period, aud from his humble occiqiation he 
called him to a throne. Was with thee. He 
was with David to give him success. He 
helped him fight the champion of the Philis- 
tines ; he protected him from Saul's jealousy 
and all the enemies of Israel. 

Verses 10 — 11. Ajntofnt a place. Jerusa- 
lem. They should no more move about.* The 
ark had a jiermunent place and the people a 
home from which the enemy was barred. Is- 
rael was now firmly settled. Make thee a 
house. This was to l>c David's reward for his 
pious porjKMa God granted him in finitely 
more than he asked for. His house was not 
to be one of cedar. That house had been 
built, but God would build a spiritual house 
for David. His royal dynasty should con- 
tinue until it should produce the promised 
Messiah. Glorious promise th s, to king Da- 
vid. 

Verse 12. Sleep with thj fathers. When 
thou art dead and gone, Thy need. The ref- 
erence is to Solomon, but it had its fulfilment 
in the God-man, Jesus Christ, the Son of Da- 
vid and theSm of God. David had several 
sons, but the one referred to was yet unboni. 
Verse V6. Build a house. Solomon was to 
haye this privilege, because he was a man of 
jieaee. Statolith the t/nt/ite forever. The throne 
of David's family. But no earthly kingdom 
could he established forever, hence in a deep- 
er sense it refers to the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ. 

Verse 14. Commit iniquity. God would 
chastise David and his sons for their sins, but 
the royal family should never be destroyed. 
God would remain faithful to his promise and 
indue time it should be fulfilled. God took 
away his mercy from Saul, but upon David 
and his family his mercy should endure for- 
ever. "Thy throne shall be established for- 
ever." 

The important truths to be learned from 
this lesson are : 

1. In times of prosperity we should not 
forget God. David remembered the Lord 
in his stately palace, enjoying jK-ace, prosper* 
ity and rest from his enemies. When all 
things go well, we are apt to neglect the spir- 
itual port of our lives. Even David himself 
fell into this sin at one time, lie says, "Be- 
fore I was afflicted, I went astray." Afflic- 
tion is a means of spiritual development. 
When we are enjoying peace and prosperity 
let us ever remember, as did David in his 
house of cedar, that we should do something 
for the Loid. 

2. We should be willing to give our best 
to the Lord. David desired the lx>rd to have 
a dwelling superior to his own. Let us not 
give our rubbish to the Lord. He deserves 
the best we have. Let us not be stingy in 
making the Ijord's house the most comfort- 
able and attractive place. All we have is as 
nothing compared with what God has done 
for us in the gift of his dear Son. Impress 
upon the minds of the pupils that God not 
only bos a right to the best we have, but that 
he has the first claim to thtm,— t beir body in 
its youth, in its vigor sad strength. 


3. God was pleased with David's plan and 
accepted it, but the honor to build the temple 
was left for Solomon. So we often ask of the 
Lord what may be pleasing to him, but for 
our good he cannot grant the request. 

4. God promised David m >re than he ask- 
ed for. Ho desired the privilege of building 
a material house for the Lord, and for his 
good and pious wishes the Ltird made a cove- 
nant with him and promised to continue his 
family. So God often does more and better 
for us than we deserve or ask for. The thief 
on the cross asked the Lord to be remember- 
ed when he came into his kingdom, and in 
return Christ promised him a place in that 

* kingdom. 

5. God has promised to be a father to all 
Who obey him. lie was ii father to David in 
his youth and old age, exercising a fatherly 
care over hhn. Even when a shepherd boy 
the Lord was with him, and his humble du- 
ties were unconsciously preparing him for 
higher and loftier ones. 


Franklin's Maxim*, 
Plow deep while sluggards sleep, and yon 
shall have corn to sell and keep. 

Pride is us loud as want, and a groat deal 
more saucy. 

Silks and satins, scarlets aud velvets, [mi 
out the kitchen tire. 
Dilligcnce is the mother of good luck. 

Pride breakfasted with plenty, dined with 
poverty, and supped with in tinny. 

Extravagance and improvidence end at the 
prison door. 

It is easier to build two chimneys than to 
keep one in fuel. 

If you would know the value of money, go 
and try to borrow some. 

What maintains one vice would bring up 
two children. 

Ho that goes a-borrowing returns sorrow- 
ing. 

list her go to bed sup[>erless than rise in 
debt. 

Sloth, like rust, consumes faster than labor 
wears. 

A life of leisure and a life of laziness are 
two different things. 

"Creditors have better memories than debt- 
ors. 

The nilling stone gathers no moss. 

If you would have your business done, go ; 
if not, send. 

It is foolish to lay out money in the pur- 
chase of repentance, 

-* -^ * m— — m mm* 

Needed 


What Is 

The Church needs a change of quality as 
well as quantity of membership. One half 
the professed Christians amount to nothing. 
They go to church. They have a kind re- 
gard for alt religious institutions. But as to 
any firm grip of the truth, any enthusiastic 
service lor Christ, and cheerful self-denial, any 
over-mastering prayer and capacity to strike 
hard blows for God, they arc a failure. One 
of two things these half-and-half professors 
ought to do, either withdraw their names from 
the church roll, or else go so near the tire 
as to get warm. Do you know that yonr 
present position is an absurdity 'i You profess 
to be living for God and Heaven, but all the 
world knows you are lying. 

Wake up ! " Do something before you are 
dead. Either help pull the Lord's chariot, 
or get out of the way. We want more old- 
style holiness, the kind they had before rail- 
roads, steamboats, and telegraphs. A conse- 
crated heart is a momentum fin 1 all Christian 
work. Your gun is well enough, but the gun- 
carriage is rickety, and so unfit for the Lord's 
battery. The Lord give us all a higher life, 
a deei«r life, a broader lite. We cannot do 
much toward saving others till wc ourselves 
are more surely saved. We cannot pull oth- 
ers out of the surf when our own feet are slip- 
ping on the rock. More purity, more faith, 
more consecration will be more momentum, — 
Christian at Work. 

Beautiful Language. 
Have you never read Whittier's beautiful 
version of the mediaeval legend of the ancient 
saint who wok praying in his cell when sud- 
denly, as in answer to his prayer, a vision of 
his crucified Lord appeared to him? While 
he gazed enraptured upon the vision, the bell 
of the monastery rang out the hour of noon. 
It was a call for him to go and feed the hun- 
gry, ragged thriftless poor, before the monas- 
tery gate. Hesitating, with heavy heart and 
reluctant step, he arose, closed the door upon 
the vision, and went out to yerf orm his duty. 
When he returned, the vision awaited him 
with the declaration : "Hadst thou remained 
I must have gone ; because thou didst go, I 
have remained." You wait in your cell and 
lose the vision. Leave the vision, go to God's 
poor, sod find Christ where the disciples were 
wont to find him — where love coiled to self- 
denying service. "He that findeth his Ufa 
shaU lose it, he that losotb his life for my sake 
shall find it."— Christian Union. 
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When tbe day la done and Urn shadow* Ml 
Over the earth like a dusky pall, 
Then from the mystic, the ailed t deep 
Rises the beautiful Angel sleep. 

O'er field and f Great he spreads hla wine* 
Where the cricket chirpn and the worn) bird sings, 
Aud the uiurtuer of voices dlea away, 
Milled by the Angel calm and gray. 

Human passions that surge and *■* a 11 
Are silenced under the mystic spell ; 
And tired hearts that are used to weep 
V .t-lil to tbe | m we i of the Angel Sleep. 

Soft he bmndn till the morning gray. 
Then as noiselessly glides away. 
And the spell is lifted and hearts again 
Take ni> their burden of care aud pain. 

We call him death ! Tia the Angel Sleep 
That cornea at last from the silent deep. 
And smoothes forever the brow nf care, 
And calms the fever of pasaion there. 

So we sleep and n-nt. till the morning gray 
Breaks once more, uf an endlew tiny. 
And into the mystic, the unknown deep 
Pile* forever the Angel Sleep. 

— Aulttttr 'llViiftnii'l/i Bittnn. 
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Two Ways. 
There are two ways of spending Fall and 
Winter evenings. Look Hist on this picture 
and then on that. 

The first way. The lather sh* down alter 
tea. takes up the daily or country newspaper, 
stretches himself' out before the tire, pays no 
attention to the children, except occasionally 
to growl out a rebuke if they lieeome noisy, 
pores over its obscure type, reads at hap-haz- 
ard a paragraph here aud there, aud soon be- 
gins to nod and finally falls asleep. The girl 
gets out her last dime novel or sensational 
storv paper aud reddens her eyes by leading 
il> tine tv|H3 by the evening light. The oldest 
boy amuses himself for a few moments teas- 
ing the cat or vexing the little children. 
When he has gotten pussy with her claws 
well out of the fur and the children either in 
teal's or in a quarrel, he saunters out of the 
room and goes down to the |>ost office, where 
he hangs around through the evening, per- 
haps smoking, possibly drinkinar, and, at the 
l>est indulging in the low and vulgar gossip of 
the villiage store. The little children are pres- 
ently packed off to lied. and the mot her with a 
sigli at the solitude to which she has now In- 
come accustomed, gets out her basket of 
stocking- and dam* industriously away, look- 
ing back with bitter memories to courtship 
days when her John kept awake until mid- 
night, or to later days when the long evenings 
were gladly given to the baby boy, who now 
goes off without a thought of the burden 
which his tired mother bears unhelped and 
unrelieved. I low many homes — arc they 
bones? — in the United States will present 
that picture in the evenings of the winter that 
is to come V 

The second way. The Father has sent to 
Dr. Vincent fin* the programme of the Cha- 
taiiipta Literary ami Seienttiic Circle. By its 
aid he and the mother have laid out a eourse, 
of reading tor the winter evenings, A little 
money, earned by extra work through the 
summer, has been expended in purchasing a 
cheap edition of "Chamber's Cyclopedia:" the 
sehool atlas is laid upon the center table, the 
children gather around it. Two or three even- 
ings in the week brother and sister take funis 
tn reading In the coarse allotted: while one 
reads the other looks up the places referred to 
in the history or the Book of Travels, or turns 
to the School Dictionary or the "Chandler's 
Cvelopedia" for information on any doubtful 
or disputed j mints. One or two evenings in 
the week this course is varied by reading the 
articles in the different papers chosen by the 
mother of the leading circle. Once a fort- 
night, two or three neighboring families come 


together for some common reading. Perhajtt 
a cheap microseoiK; has been purchased for 
$2.1 or $30; the children have brought in 
some novel bug or some new flower and gath- 
ering about the evening lamp this is dissect- 
ed, analyzed and examined. On the reading 
evening" while the brother reads the sister 
sews, and when in turn the sister reads, the, 
brother with his knife works out a set ofr 
jack-straws, or, with a few simple tools, carves f 
out a rustic frame. When the hour strike* 
nine o'eloek and the books are put away, audi 
the Bible is drawn from its resting-place, and 
a hymn is sung, and psalm read, and a prayer 
offered, and the family separate for bed, they 
go with brains icsted and heart* cheered tor 
to-morrow's toil, and with a joyful sense o| 
the truth that home is the moat sacred s|M>t 
on earth and the evening hour is the best hour 
of the twenty-four. 
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Christians are often employed in digging 
wells to find comfort, ond the deeper they ^> 
the darker they get j the Fountain of Life, 
salvation and comfort is above. 

Subscribe tor the Evamomjot now. 
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